WILLIAM S. COLWELL

Judge William (Bill) S. Colwell (Colonel, USAF, Ret.) serves as Associate Chief Judge (Black Lung) with the U.S. Department of Labor.  He was appointed to serve a lifetime federal judge position in May 2004.  The Office of Administrative Law Judges, with 38 judges at eight locations, presides over a wide variety of cases covering over 80 federal statutes and regulations.
Prior to his selection as a judge, he was President of Leadership Accountability, Inc.  He served (1) as an arbitrator for the American Arbitration Association, Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, U.S. Postal Service and three unions; (2) as a Hearing Examiner (part time) presiding over discrimination case hearings for the District of Columbia Commission on Human Rights; and (3) as a mediator and mediator trainer certified by the Virginia Supreme Court.  For two years, he was Of Counsel with the firm Taylor, Messick & Tosti, of Fairfax, VA, a firm that focused on business, commercial litigation, and employment issues.  Bill was awarded a Martindale Hubbell “AV” rating (top available) and was listed (while an attorney) in their Bar Register of Preeminent Lawyers under Labor and Employment Law and Arbitration. 

Bill participated in several “cases of a lifetime.”  As a Military Judge, Bill presided over the joint pretrial hearing of five officers charged in the “friendly fire” shootdown in Iraq of two Black Hawk helicopters by two Air Force F-15 fighters, killing 26 people.  He conducted an unprecedented joint hearing of five defendants -- including 10 defense lawyers and four prosecutors.  In 2003, he was featured in The History Channel documentary titled, The Real JAG.  He was lead legal advisor for the Accident Investigation Board investigating the April 1996 crash in Croatia of the USAF aircraft carrying Secretary of Commerce Ronald Brown and 34 others.  President Clinton called the report “brutally honest.”  He also served as Chief Legal Advisor to the IG/TJAG team investigating the 1996 terrorist bombing of the Khobar Towers housing complex in Saudi Arabia, which killed 19 airmen and injured over 400 airmen and 300 Saudis.

Bill served in numerous positions as a judge advocate including as a staff judge advocate and the lead attorney in creating the new Secretary of the Air Force Inspector General team that investigates allegations against the Air Force’s top leadership, both general officers and senior executive level civilians, and other sensitive cases.  As managing attorney of a 14-attorney federal trial and appellate litigation office defending employment related cases, and as a trial attorney, Bill won every trial, appellate court argument, and argument on motion in which he participated.  Prior to his legal training, Bill served in Air Force fighter operations as an F-4 Phantom aircrew member in Korea and Germany.

Bill has served as the Judge Advocates Association (JAA) (national bar association) President for two years.  In 1994, he established the JAA American Inn of Court, serving as President for the first two years.  In 2000, Bill was one of the creators of the Judge Advocates Foundation, a non-profit educational foundation created to raise funds to promote military and veterans’ law education.  He served as President for the first three years of the Foundation, and now is the Executive Director.  In 2005, the JAA presented Bill the Robinson Everett Distinguished Life Service Award, JAA’s highest honor.  Bill has also served as President of the Prettyman-Leventhal American Inn of Court, Wash DC, and as Springfield Toastmasters Club President and as an Area Governor.  Bill served on the Board of Governors for the Army and Navy Club.

Bill graduated from the USAF Academy, Troy State Univ. (M.S.), and McGeorge School of Law, University of the Pacific.  

