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Judge Goodwin and Judge Booker,

Thanks for your email, Judge Goodwin.  I’m glad that you like the e-filing system used by the Departmental Appeals Board (DAB).  To be clear, however, these cases are being filed with the DAB for adjudication by ALJs in the DAB’s Civil Remedies Division (CRD) rather than by you or Judge Booker.  

Due to the high volume of administrative cases generated by CTP’s Retailer Inspection Program and the backlog of cases pending on your dockets, the agency has decided to resume filing all of CTP’s cases with the DAB for assignment to ALJs in CRD.  In an effort to ensure efficient processing and timely management of these cases, CTP will continue to file all such cases with CRD until both of you have reduced your dockets to a manageable number of cases, at which time you may both let me know that your docket and staff are at a level enabling you to begin setting ripe matters for hearing.  At that point, insofar as practicable, the cases will be assigned on a rotational basis among the two of you and the CRD ALJs who have been assigned to such cases.  FDA will routinely evaluate the levels of cases pending with each ALJ and determine the number of cases to be assigned to the ALJs in the rotation so that the cases can be decided on a timely basis.

I hope you both have a nice weekend.

Regards,
Matt

