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JUDGE JAMES G. GILBERT was born in Boston, Massachusetts. He attended Fairfield 
University in Fairfield, Connecticut earning his Bachelor of Arts in Political Science in 
1983. He is a 1988 graduate of the Columbus School of Law at The Catholic University 
of America, where he served as an Editor of the Catholic University Law Review. During 
his second year in law school, Judge Gilbert won First Place in a national writing 
competition sponsored by the Insurance and Corporate Counsel Foundation.   
 
In March 2009, he was appointed Chief Administrative Law Judge for the United States 
Postal Service in Washington, D.C. In that capacity, Judge Gilbert’s jurisdiction includes 
all of the United States. Judge Gilbert adjudicates matters involving fraud in the use of 
U.S. mail, monetary indebtedness to the USPS, private mail disputes, program fraud, and 
numerous other matters under the Administrative Procedure Act. In his capacity as a 
federal Administrative Law Judge, Judge Gilbert has also presided over cases involving 
several federal agencies including the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
Department of Veterans Affairs, Federal Mine Safety Health and Review Commission, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of Education, and the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax 
and Trade Bureau of the Department of the Treasury. 
 
Judge Gilbert is a member of the Judicial Division of the American Bar Association, where 
he serves on the Standing Committee on Diversity in the Judiciary, and the National 
Conference of the Administrative Law Judiciary (NCALJ), where he serves as Co-Chair 
of the Diversity Committee.  He has also served as the Judicial Division Liaison to the 
ABA’s Commission on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity, and currently serves on 
the Judicial Clerkship Program Committee.  He is a past President of the Federal 
Administrative Law Judges Conference (FALJC), where he currently serves as a member 
of the Executive Committee. He is the author, along with Judge Robert Cohen, of 
Administrative Adjudication in the United States published in THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE 

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (ABA 8th Ed. 2016). Judge Gilbert recently joined the 
volunteer faculty of the National Judicial College at the University of Nevada-Reno. 
 
Judge Gilbert resides in Washington, D.C. with his husband Michael Pollock. 

 


