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The Honorable Bruce Tucker Smith is a United States Administrative Law Judge for the Department of Homeland Security/United States Coast Guard in New Orleans, Louisiana.  He presides over adverse administrative actions brought by Department of Homeland Security, the United States Coast Guard, the Department of Commerce and the Transportation Security Administration. He also presides over adverse administrative actions instituted by Customs and Border Protection, as well as suits brought by Department the Bureau of Industry and Security.  Judge Smith has served as a federal Administrative Law Judge since 1997 in New Orleans, LA and Raleigh, NC. He holds a Top Secret/SCI security clearance.

Judge Smith served for twenty-one years as an active-duty, Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve Judge Advocate.  He is a fifth-generation military officer. He retired from the Air Force Reserves in 2006.

EDUCATION 
1977 Bachelor of Arts in Political Science/Journalism, Colorado State University, Ft.   Collins, CO 
1982 Juris Doctor, with honors, Washburn University, Topeka, KS. (Board of Editors, Washburn Law Journal).
1987 Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, AL (correspondence) 
1991 Masters of Law, International and Operational Law, The Judge Advocate General’s School-Army, Charlottesville, VA (residence)
2000 Command and Staff College, United States Marine Corps (correspondence)
2002 Air War College, Maxwell Air Force Base, AL (correspondence)
2004 Military Trial Judge Course, The Judge Advocate General’s School-Army, Charlottesville, VA (residence)

MILITARY ASSIGNMENTS
August 1985 -- April 1987, Assistant Staff Judge Advocate/Claims Officer, 97th Bombardment Wing, Blytheville (Eaker) AFB, AR
April 1987 -- June 1988, Assistant Staff Judge Advocate/Chief of Civil Law, 48th Tactical Fighter Wing (USAFE), RAF Lakenheath, UK
June 1988 – June 1990, Circuit Defense Counsel, RAF Mildenhall, UK
June 1990 – May 1991, Student, The Judge Advocate General’s School-Army, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA 
May 1991 – May 1993, Instructor, Air Force Judge Advocate General School, Maxwell AFB, AL
October 1993 – July 1996, Assistant/Deputy Staff Judge Advocate, 185th Fighter Group, Sioux Gateway Airport, Sioux City, IA
August 1996 – July 1997, State Judge Advocate, HQ Iowa National Guard, Camp Dodge, IA
August 1997 – June 2002, IMA Staff Judge Advocate, 43rd Airlift Wing, Pope AFB, NC
June 2002 – March 2004, IMA Assistant Staff Judge Advocate, HQ 9AF/USCENTAF, Shaw AFB, SC (Operation Southern Watch, Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom)
March 2004 – July 2006, Military Judge, USAF Trial Judiciary – Eastern Circuit, Bolling AFB, DC

MILITARY AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
Meritorious Service Medal (4 OLC)
Air Force Commendation Medal (3 OLC)
Air Force Achievement Medal (3 OLC)
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award (1 OLC)
National Defense Service Medal (1 Device)
Global War on Terrorism Medal
Air Force Overseas Long Tour Ribbon
Air Force Longevity Service Ribbon (2 OLC)
Air Force Reserve Service Medal (1 Device)
Air Force Small Arms Marksmanship Ribbon
Iowa Commendation Medal
In 1990, he was named “Outstanding Performer” by the NATO TAC-Eval Team for his USAFE-wide Law of Armed Conflict teaching program.  
In 1987 he was named "Officer of the Year" at Blytheville AFB, Arkansas. 
TEACHING
Adjunct Faculty - National Judicial College “Administrative Law: Fair Hearing,” 2011 - 2015, National Judicial College, University of Nevada-Reno, Reno, NV
Adjunct Faculty – National Judicial College “Writing Skills and Case Management for EEOC Judges,” June 20 – 21, 2012, Annapolis, MD.
Adjunct Faculty - National Judicial College “Administrative Law: Advanced,” June 12 – 16, 2011, Widener University School of Law, Wilmington, DE
Adjunct Faculty – Campbell University, Lundy-Fetterman School of Business (MBA program) 2004 – 2006, Buies Creek, NC
Faculty – The Air Force Judge Advocate General School, May 1991 – May 1993, Maxwell, AFB, AL.

AUTHORSHIP- MEDIA
Judge Smith has appeared as a guest or as an interviewee on CNN, NPR, IsraPundit, various other media outlets.  
Seventh Psalm, (A novel, with John Schumacher) Outskirts Press, Denver, CO, December 2007 ISBN 9781432713881 
Are U.S. Military Tribunal Appropriate for Dealing With Suspected Terrorists? INSIGHT MAG., Jan. 28, 2002, at 40.
The Uniform Code of Military Justice: Impetus for Statutory Protection for Civilian Administrative Law Judges to Protect against Agency Command Influence, 19 J. NAT’L ASS’N ADMIN. L. JUDGES 25 (1999).  
Columnist, The Federal Lawyer:
Purple Hearts: Casualties of War, THE FED. LAW, July 1997, at 52.
Disarming the Soldier, THE FED. LAW., May 1997, at 16.
Hold on to Your Confederate Dollars, The South Will Rise Again, THE FED. LAW, Mar./Apr. 1997, at 18.
Tempting the Better Part of Valor, THE FED. LAW, Feb. 1997, at 13.
Large Firms Seek Recent Grads, THE FED. LAW, Oct. 1996, at 7.
His Professional Duty: A Profile of Judge Wayne E. Alley, THE FED. LAW, Mar./Apr. 1996, at 39.
 Hats Off to the Army, THE FED. LAW, Mar./Apr. 1996, at 17.
The Air Force and Fraternization: In Search of a Custom, THE FED. LAW, Mar./Apr. 1996, at 10.
Vengeance on Trial: Sadism in the Dock, THE FED. LAW, Jan. 1996, at 39.
The Grass is Not Necessarily Greener, THE FED. LAW, Jan. 1996, at 8.
Memo to the Navy: Ask the JAG, THE FED. LAW, Nov./Dec. 1995, at 18.
An Eye for an Eye, a Byte for a Byte, THE FED. LAW, Oct. 1995, at 12.
Uncle Sam’s New Recruits, THE FED. LAW, Sept. 1995, at 22.
Breaches of the Geneva Conventions and Compensation for Former Prisoners of War: Using the War in the Gulf as a Model for Future International Conflicts, THE FED. BAR NEWS & J., Feb. 1992, at 39.
Air Force Medical Personnel and the Law of Armed Conflict, 37 A.F. L. REV. 239 (1994) 

Assertion of Adjudicatory Jurisdiction by United States Courts Over International Terrorism Cases, THE ARMY LAW., Oct. 1991, at 13.

Establishing a Winning LOAC Training Program (with Charles J. Dunlap), THE REP., March 1990, at 3. 

Personal Injuries: Parental Liability and Automobile Negligence, 20 WASHBURN L.J. 460 (1980-1981). 

MEMBER
National Association of Administrative Law Judiciary 
Federal Administrative Law Judge Conference

PERSONAL
Judge Smith has been published widely in a number of professional and general-readership journals on the topic of Law of Armed Conflict, the Geneva Conventions and matters related to counter-terrorism and international law. He is also the co-author of the novel Seventh Psalm, a techno-thriller work of fiction. He has appeared on national television and radio as an expert in military legal matters.

Judge Smith and his wife Mary are the parents of four children; grandparents of eight!
In his spare time, Judge Smith is an enterprising furniture maker, an avid (but mediocre) tennis player and an instrument-rated private pilot. 

 

 


